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Statement von Aziz Rafiee, Direktor des afghanischen Dachverbandes „Afghan Civil Society Forum (ACSF)“.
Es gilt das gesprochene Wort!
In the devastated Afghanistan, after 30 years of war, 3 million victims, and 8 years of generous international support, the country and the people are still facing miseries. No single practical and applicable plan for the development and ending the conflict has been identified and agreed by actors.  The international actors are still lacking a joint and coordinated approach to address the current dilemma in the country. The political will within the generous international commitment is missing. The local actors do not show a real interest and faith for democratic processes and practices. Eight years of democracy have been lost with no political party existence or even establishment. It has been lost with no intentions and measures for sustaining and institutionalizing democratic values and principles.  Contrary to the wishes, the corruption and tribalization have been institutionalized throughout the country. 

Poverty and unemployment fuel the conflict throughout the country. The government weakness and corruption are the second most important factor behind the fighting, with the Taliban coming third, followed by interference by neighboring countries. The justice is still missing from the local and international actors’ agenda.  The long list of priorities of Mr. Karzai in his Oath ceremony has no real difference of what he had listed five years back. The lessening people access to safety, security, social services, and economic resources has become a common practice. The people looks like all victims as one in six are currently considering leaving Afghanistan, one in five has been tortured since the wars began in 1979, and three quarters have been forced to leave their homes since then.

However, we own a golden opportunity.  This is the first ever moment in the last 8 years where we share one common agenda and priority list of “maintaining security, eradicating poverty and fighting corruption”. We believe one more item needs to be added into the list in order to conclude our future strategic partnership and that is maintaining justice and ending the impunity culture!

Berlin, 24. November 2009 

